Whatever may be the qualifications of Dr. Hunt for the production of such a work as that before us, we must, on our own part, disclaim
But in order to compile with accuracy on any subject, it is indispensable that a writer should himself have a very good general acquaintance with that subject; and hence it happens that those works in which a single author ranges adventurously through too wide a field of research frequently exhibit gross ignorance on several points, and no very satisfactory information on any.
Whatever may be the qualifications of Dr. Hunt for the production of such a work as that before us, we must, on our own part, disclaim all capacity to criticise it in its alarming totality, and we cannot but think ourselves fortunate that a very large proportion of its contents do not fall within our province. We now proceed briefly to notice some of those which do so.
The first chapter contains a sketch of the anatomy of the lungs and the mechanism of respiration, which, though slight, is quite sufficient for the purposes of a work professing to treat of speech. Sir B. Brodie's remarks, however, have reference rather to the power of articulation, than to speech in the extended sense of the term. He argues that " if there be a part of the brain whose office it is to combine the action of muscles for the purpose of locomotion, it is a fair conclusion that there is some other part of it answering the same purpose as to the muscles of speech."45'
We think there is force in this observation; and it seems probable that those birds which have the power of articulation, possess some * Psychological Inquiries, p. 49.
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